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STUDENT GOVERNMENT 
   ASSOCIATION

The Newsletter
A newsletter 
presenting the 
best of the 
University of 
Texas at El 
Paso. Come 
back for news 
about the 
world, your 
university and 
current 
events. Make 
the most of 
your college 
life.
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The Green Fund, is a student fund helping 
UTEP become more environmentally friendly. It 
was established last semester by the University 
of Texas Board of Regents.

What began as a student-led initiative, is now a 
fund for every student and department on 
campus to use. The goal of the fund is to 
reduce the carbon footprint of the University. 
This could include more recycling bins, and 
ways to decrease UTEPÕs carbon emissions 
and energy usage. UTEP is one of the few 
campuses with this fund but there are a lot of 
Universities following our referendum. 

Have any ideas how you can help? Your input 
as a student or faculty member is greatly 
appreciated. Find out more at the Green Fund 
Website.

Did  you know ?President  Perry ?
Will Texas Governor Rick Perry become our next President? As the 
2012 presidential elections loom upon our politically divided nation, 
an unlikely candidate has surfaced from our own state. However is he 
fit to receive the G.O.P. candidacy, especially against more 
experienced candidates like Mitt Romney? An inside look at Governor 
Perry’s background.

! !              Rick Perry is Texas’s longest-serving governor, having succeeded 
! !              George W. Bush in 2000 and winning re-election twice. Chairman of  
! !              the Republican Governors Association, Mr. Perry is popular with 
! !              both social conservatives and the Tea Party movement, which installs 
! !              him as an instant top-tier candidate. His campaign pitch, as he 
prepares his drive, is rooted in an equal measure of  inspiring economic growth – including his 
record of  creating jobs in Texas — and preserving social values. However, he faces many 
challenges in this year’s election; though he was lieutenant governor under Mr. Bush, there’s 
little warmth between Mr. Perry and the Bush family, and Mr. Perry is somewhat unpopular 
with the G.O.P. establishment. Timing could also affect his chances: only a few years have 
passed since a Texas governor spent eight years in the White House, and the relatively late 
entry could make it challenging to build operations in the early-voting states. 
Only time can tell if  Obama can muster enough support to defeat any of  the popular G.O.P. 
contenders, but we hope that the candidates, whether Democrats or Republicans will choose 
the benefit of  the common people over party politics. 

(SGA does not support any presidential candidate, the purpose of  this article is purely informative.) Courtesy of  
the NY Times.



      Did you know that SGA 
appropriates monies which is 
distributed to students and 
organizations? 
      We endorse and allocate 
money to individual students 
and organizations for their 
fundraising events and 
conferences! 
      Learn more about our 
Appropriations Committee on 
the website or pay us a visit!
Schedule a meeting today and 
Þnd out how SGA can fund your 
project.
     Click on the following links to 
discover how your student 
government is run and how the 
committees established can be 
of  help to you!
¥Committees ¥
¥Branches ¥

The University of  Texas at El 
Paso’s annual Homecoming 
Pageant is well underway, and SGA 
is ready to take it to scary new 
levels. The theme is ‘A Haunted 
Homecoming’ and as imposing as it 
sounds, it will be a week to 
remember.

Every year, SGA organizes the 
Homecoming Pageant which will 
take place at Magoffin Auditorium 
on Sunday, Oct. 16th, exactly a 
week before our homecoming 
game. For those that don’t know, 
The Homecoming Pageant is the 
event where the Homecoming King 
and Queen are selected. The event 
is judged by local celebrities and 

combined with high student 
attendance, its response is infectious 
and full of  personality. Candidates 
may represent each of  their 
organizations in an effort to become 
a UTEP celebrity, in which the 
perks include, invites to shows and 
University related events and 
becoming the face of  UTEP.

The application is now 
available to any student that would 
like to participate, and apart from 
some minor requirements, everyone 
has a chance to become the next 
UTEP Homecoming King and 
Queen. Pick up your application 
today at Union E. 304 or download 
it now!

Are you ready for a Haunted Homecoming ?

SGA FACT.
UTEP Representatives at Austin.
Austin, TX. UTEP’s Student Government Association sent two student representatives 
to Austin to take part in the first University of  Texas System Advisory Council (UT-
SAC) meeting. One of  three meetings throughout the year, student representatives from 
all the University of  Texas System schools, which include nine Universities and six 
Health Institutions, met on September 8-10 at the Texas Capital.

President Pablo Padilla and Vice-President of  External Affairs Juan Carlos Armenta, 
were the two student representatives appointed to voice UTEP’s concerns on new 
policies affecting Universities across Texas. The Advisory Council makes 
recommendations to The Texas Board of  Regents so that students across Texas get 
the best of  their education. Some of  the issues discussed included the efficiency of  
the Accuplacer, or the performance test given to every new student, the formation of 
a Veteran Affairs Office on campus, the transition of  all Universities into Smoke-Free 
campuses and Tuition Reduction programs so that budget cuts imposed by the 
State’s Legislature are not factors impeding any individual of  a college education.

“We recommended that every University across the UT System enacts a type of  
Green Fund program. We also shared all of  UTEP’s successes amongst the great 
many Institutions composing the UT System,” said President Pablo Padilla at last 
week’s senate meeting.

President Pablo PadillaVPE  Juan Carlos Armenta



A Miner Revolution . 
SGA creates new way to Tailgate .
MinerPride runs deep––we bleed Orange and Blue. To kickoff  this year’s football season SGA has partnered with UTEP Athletics to 
redesign student tailgating on campus. This year a new MinerRevolution will be established, on Oct. 22nd (the third tailgate of  the 
season) we shall unite once again under the sun’s radiant heat to cheer for our football team and celebrate UTEP Student pride like it has 
always been supposed too. 

“It will definitely be THE place to tailgate...it will be like nothing UTEP’s ever seen before,” MySGA Committee Chair Amparo Beltran 
said in a statement after a meeting with MinerAthletics. She, along with the MySGA Committee and VPE Juan Carlos Armenta, are 
working hard to finish the final touches of  the project.

SGA, which is sponsoring the event, has released that the tailgate will feature a massive sound system along with a stage lifting up one of  
the best local Dj talents in El Paso––Esteban Carrasco. Taking place at the Geology Lawn and UTEP’s inner campus, SGA hopes to unite 
the Student Body and create a new atmosphere filled with orange and blue extravagance. Since it will be the University's Homecoming 
Game that Saturday night, every UTEP Student ready to take part in this MinerRevolution is encouraged to attend the tailgate and the 
game in full Miner Pride fashion. According to our sources, the marketing campaign for the launch is scheduled to begin Oct. 2.

“All I can say is that it will be the tailgate of  the year,” said VPE Juan Carlos Armenta as he stepped out of  the SGA office. “But stay 
tuned, there might be more surprises.”

With all of  this being prepared for Oct. 22nd, we can only wonder...who’s bringing the grill? Come back next time for a new edition of  
The Newsletter and find out more.
     

SGA Launches Innovative Program .
After analyzing the amount of  students that graduate or reach senior year without a single 
Internship or Co-op position at a company. SGA started preparing for what could be a 
game-changer in how students are able to gain experience in their respective fields as  
young as their first year in college. They succeeded. This past week, the Academic Affairs 
Committee released the SGA Career Exposure Program, backed by as many as eight local 
companies relating to Business and Engineering, it has started to gain momentum as a 
campaign begins to depict its advantages amongst college students.

“It is definitely one of  the best ways to gain experience and more hands on training about 
your line of  study,” stated Collegiate Senator of  Engineering Victor Soler at last weeks 
Senate Meeting. “It will revolutionize the way UTEP students connect with local firms and 
companies.”

The program, expected to double its number by twenty more companies by the end of  
December, will offer exclusive opportunities to young students who are otherwise unable to 
gain a normal Internship or Co-op position at a big company. The Career Exposure 
Program is set to debut the first week of  October.

“We believe work ethic and heart to be the most important factor in a student’s life,” said 
Academic Affairs Committee Chair Mariana Candelario as she got her morning coffee. 

Victor Soler

Mariana Candelario



EXCEL Program .
As we begin this new fall semester, SGA is recruiting incoming freshmen to participate in it’s EXCEL Program. It 
is an excellent opportunity to learn more about SGA and how it relates to UTEP and other Registered Student 
Organizations (RSO’s). Many Senators in this year’s Senate are actually EXCEL veterans and they were 
surprised about how much they learned about the Student Government Association and UTEP as a whole. 

“It is a great experience,” said EXCEL veteran Mercedes Guevara. “I don’t think I would have been as prepared 
if  I hadn’t joined EXCEL my freshman year.” Mercedes is currently the Co-Chair of  the SARC Standing 
Committee and member of  the Special Events AD-HOC Committee.

The main purpose of  this program is to educate and equip freshmen with the necessary leadership skills to 
succeed at the University of  Texas at El Paso. By using the resources provided by SGA and its constituents, these 
members will have the opportunity to practice their leadership skills in a variety of  events including SGA 
projects, university organizations and university events. In order to ensure that they are provided with the proper 
leadership skills that are vital for future leadership positions on campus. The skills these students will gain in this 
program will prove to be influential in their collegiate experience.

Mercedes Guevara

Miner  Blood .
Miner Coalition Blood Drive, a blood donation ‘battle’ 
between UTEP and NMSU proved that Miners bleed 
orange and more generosity. UTEP, won by giving a 
grand total of  1216 pints of  blood, beating NMSU’s 
students by almost fifty pints. The event took place the 
week of  Sept. 13 to Sept 17 with several blood-donating 
stations sprawled out across UTEP’s inner campus and 
the Union. 

By winning again this year, Miners have a I-10 supremacy 
regarding blood donations. However, Saturday the 17th, 
Miners won the I-10 football title setting the Miners 
above NMSU in two different categories. Way to go 
Miners! 

New Health 
Science Building .
The new College of  Health Sciences and Nursing 
Building, set to have its official grand opening on 
Sept.29th, symbolizes the realization of  hopes 
and visions of  many students and UTEP faculty. 
Its 138,000 sq ft. of  labs and classrooms impose a 
grand view as its structure befits that of  any 
monument.

“This all started almost 4 years ago, in August, 
2007, with the $50 million funding provided by 
the University of  Texas Regents, led by Chair 
James Huffhines. I still remember the phone call 
from President Diana Natalicio, who had called 
me just after she left the University of  Texas 
Regents meeting where the funding was 
approved,” said College of  Health Sciences Dean 
Kathleen Curtis.



October 16th  (6:00pm) MagofÞn Auditorium
Come to this yearÕs pageant as we host the contest to crown 
UTEPÕs Homecoming Queen and King! Download the 
application and check the SGA website for more information.
Deadline is Sept 22nd!

¥Homecoming Pageant ¥

UTEP Upcoming Events .

¥Tailgate ¥
October 22nd (2:00pm)
Come witness a new MinerRevolution! Saturday come out to 
UTEPÕs geology lawn for an incredible experience. Attend the game 
afterwards and support our Miners at their Homecoming Game!

¥Student Regent ¥
Student Regent John Davis Rutkauskas is coming to El Paso on 
September 29th. His visit is one of  many he will be doing across Texas 
as he visits every campus within the University of  Texas System. A UT 
Austin student, he will be attending the grand opening of  the new 
College of  Health Sciences and Nursing Building.

¥College of Health Sciences and Nursing 
Building Grand Opening ¥
The Grand Opening of  the new College of  Health Sciences will take 
place on Sept. 29th at 3:00pm. Come out and enjoy the aperture of  
this new addition to the growing UTEP Campus. Enjoy free 
refreshments and snacks as we celebrate with speeches from UTEP 
President Diana Natalicio, Student Regent John Davis Rutkauskas and 
several other high proÞle speakers.


